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ON A NEW MONGOOSE FROM SIAM. 
By C. Bones Kross, F. Z. 8. 


Mungos siamensis, nov. 


Types :—Adult female (skin and skull) No, 2101. Obtained at 
Muang Prae, North Siam, on 11th May 1916, by Messrs. Williamson 
and Smith's collectors. 

Adult female (skin and skull) No. 2469. Obtained at Lat Bua 
Kao, East Siam, on 18th Sept. 1916, by Mr. W. J. F. Williamson’s 
collector. 

Colour. Dull phase ( No. 2101) :—Pelage of the upper surface 
annulated; median area of back warm sepia and buffy white, the 
former changing to mummy brown on the sides; the short underfur 
of the same colour as the dark annulations but tinged with greyish. 
Fore and hind-feet speckled tawny and blackish ; fore-limbs washed 
with tawny, their outer sides dark. Muzzle to nape deep ferruginous 
speckled with black. the muzzle blackish; space between eye and ear 
speckled paler ferruginons ; ears tinged with ferruginous; lower cheeks 
clear bright tawny; chin and throat clear tawny buff, hairs of the rest 
of under surface of body greyish brown at base, buffy at tip, not annu- 
lated. Tail rather paler below than above, the median line washed 
with tawny especially at base and tip. 

Bright phase (No, 2169);—In the rufous phase the whole of 
the upper surface is suffused with deep ferruginous (burnt sienna on 
the median line of back, rich tawny brown on sides and tail) and the 
short uuder-fur is also richer in colour than in the dull phase: but on 
the longer hairs the red is confined to the distal portions, so that buffy 
white annulations are still present basally and show through the red 
suffusion. Entire under surface of body and limbs ochraceous-tawny to 
tawny sharply margined : median line of tail below clear rich tawny. 

Skull and teeth. Do not appear to show any special pecu- 
liarities. 

There are slight difterences in the skulls of the types, that from 
Lat Bua Kao being smaller and rather less aged with smaller bullae bit 
greater post-orbital breadth; the termination of the palate is dentate 
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and the pterygoids are more parallel; but these may be taken for the 
present as coming within the range of iudividnal variation, 

Measurements. See table p, 217. 

Specimens eranined. Three, the cotypes and another adult 
female from Muang Prae in the dull phase. 

Remarks, The two dull examples from North Siam were taken 
in May and are exactly alike, but the traces of bright colour occurring 
on limbs and under surface of tail indicate, I think, that they possess a 
bright phase and that the specimen from near Korat, taken im Sep- 
tember, is merely an example of this and not a distinct race. 

At my request Mr. Oldfield Thomas has compared one of the 
Muang Prae specimens with the type of his Mungos auropunctatus 
birmanicus in the Natural History Museum; he writes “le does not 
appear to be lirmanicus being distinguished by its reddish head, this in 
the Burma species being concolor with the body as in the ordinary 
Indian Mongoose. I think we should now use a binomial for birmani- 
cus’. 

More recently the Indian Museum has lent me an example of a 
Burmese Mongoose obtained at Sawadi. The skin is somewhat frag- 
mentary but it agrees with Mr. Thomas’ statement in having no red on 
the head. ‘The pelage is shorter and less harsh than in the Siamese 
animals but the soft under-fur is much denser while the annulations of 
the longer dorsal hairs are much uarrower, deep buff in colour aud only 
two in number. ’ 

The Burmese skull is a little smaller than the others but its 
post-orbital breadth agrees with the Lat Bua Kao example: its only 
other differences, apart from size, seem to lie in the closer approximation 
of the bulla, which also diverge rather less posteriorly; the smaller 
size of the foramen magnum ; and the narrow, parallel-sided interptery- 
goid space. The teeth are similar except that p* and mt are shorter 
and more compact. 

Munyus siumensis is probably closely allied to M. rabrifrons of 
Hainan, which £ only know from deserption ( Allen, Bull. Amer. Mus. 
Nat. Hist., XXVI (1909), p. 240-2) and of which the external dimen- 
sions seem very similar save for a larger hind-foot (60 mm.,s.u). The 
Siamese form, however, is not grey in colour and has no shade of oliva- 
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veous present while the under-fir is not blackish at the base : the dorsal 
hairs in aubrifrows have only two narrow pale bands (as in birmanicus), 
in siamensis there are five—one being basal. M. rubrifrons seems 
to have a modified rufous phase but is apparantly altogether a duller 
animal, the pale phase being greyer and the bright less ferruginous. 


Measurements in millimetres of M. siamensis and M. birmanicus, 
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